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P. 16, L. 19, fer Agreements, read Arguments. 
29, — 13, after the word to read it. 
— 22, for County, read Country. 
20, — 8, for impudent read imprudent. 
— 21, after the word the read year, 
22, — 24, for Stewarts. read Stuarts. 
25, — 4, for Aſſocitiations read Aﬀociations, 
ww II, for directors read directions, + 
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THE 


NECESSITY, 


* 


HE Society lately formed in London, 

known by the appellation of “ The 
Friends of the People,“ aſſociated for the pur- 
poſe of obtaining a Patliamentary Reform, 
has lately been the Subject of much conver- 
ſation, and various opinions have been tormed 
of its conduct, On the one hand; The 
enemies of Reform, thoſe Perſons in particy- 
ar who are intereſted in the preſervation of 
the corruptions of Government, and of the 
various infringements which fince the Revo- 


-  Jution have been made on our Conſtitution— - 


Such Perſons have -raiſed a bedious outcry a- 
gainſt the Society, and have made a wickes), 


mon) 2 Vain attempt to make its Members 
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ard of true conſtitutional Liberty has bern 
erected, and numbers, have already, in the 
ſhort compaſs of a few Weeks, been flocking 
to it. The Society is not only increaſed, but 
many Similar Societies are. formed, all of. 


which have declared their grand object to be 
| A 


of us 


appear infamous in the Eyes of the Public. 
Happy however it is for the Nation that thc 
Gentlemen of the Aﬀociation, who are con- 
ſpicuous not only for their Rank and Proper- 
ty, but for what is much better, their reſpec- 
tability of Chatacter, their Love of Truth, 
their unſhaken attachment to the Genuine 
Principles of the Britiſh Conſtitution—That 


theſe. Gentlemen are not to be intimidated from 


a ſteady purſuir of that object which is ſo juſt 
in itſelf, and fo abſolutely neceſſary for this 
Country, that in-the End it muſt be attained, 


- notwithftanding all the oppoſition that inter- 
eſted wickedneſs may raiſe againſt it. 


©. 


While the Enemies of the Society have be- 
gun to ſtir themſelves on this occaſion, every 
well wiſher to his Country muſt rejoice to find 
that the, Friends of the Society have not been 
inactive in giving it their ſupport. The Stand- 
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A CO-OPERATION WITH THE FRIENDS OF THE 
PEOPLE POR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING A 
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM, * 


In this ſituation it is natural to hope and 
expect that every County will ſoon form Af- 
ſociations for the ſame moſt defirable purpoſe; 
and if there is One County which ought to diſ- 
tinguiſh itſelf above others for its zeal and 
activity, it is the County of HerrrorD, 
to the Freeholders of which, 1 have 
taken the Liberty more particularly to ad- 
dreſs myſelf. You, my friends, have ſo diſ- 
_ tinguiſhed yourſelves, particularly at the late 
General Election, in the Cauſe of Freedom, 


that it has indeed been a nlatter of ſome 
' n 


* Among other Societies, that ſiabliſhed at Suzy- 
TIELD merits particular notice. Its number already 
Amounts to Two Thouſand Five Hundred Perſons. 
T baſe are ſormed into leſſer Aſſociations of about Thirty 

erfons in each. Their meetings have always been con- 
ducted with that Peace, Order, and Harmony, which 
thoſe ever wiſh to preſerve who are engaged in the firſt 
of National Cauſes, It is only the Egemies of Reform 
wha have in any Part of the Kiag dom f wy a diſpoſition 
to Tumult aud * 21 | 
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ſurpriſe, that you have not already come for- 
ward in a Body, to declare your readinefs to 
affiſt the above mentioned Society. Many 
People begin to charge you not only with 
Supinenels, but Inconſiſteney; and indeed your 
1nactivity would to me appear very myſtert- 
aus, was I not acquiinted with the arts of 
thoſe People who feartul of the ſucceſs of a 
good Cauſe, are conſcious that the only 
Way to hinder. its progrels i; groflly to miſe 
rcpteſent it. You know as well as I do, that 
putwwrhttanding the general honeſt diſpoſition 
of thc county, there are to be found in it, 
Placemen, Venſi ners, and Curtis, who ate 
Continuily endeavouring to impoſe upon you, 
aud to make You the dupes of their own inter- 
cited aefipns. You know:likewiſe there are A 
number of Party Men, who though they oc- 
Sion aty op pole the meaſures of adminiſtra- 
tion, too plunly prove their views are of a 
private nature, and that their principal aim is, 
not the Reformation, but the Preſervation of 
the variguy abuſes and corruptions of Gen- 
ment, under ANOTHER SET OF MINISTERS. 
This has too often proved to be the caſe with 
reſpc&t to many Public Men who have called 


themſelves Whigs, but whoſe only Whig gi/m 
has conſiſted in firſt deceiving the People, ang 
afterwards delecting them. 


- The © 
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The Intention of this Addreſs, My Bro- 
ther Frecholders, is to prevent the effects 
that the miſrepreſentations of theſe two 
deſcriptions of Men may have upon your 
minds, and to warn you more particularly 
againſt the delufive Friendſhip of the 
Hattet. A change in Adminaſtration zrerely, is 
not what we want. It we muſt be obliged to 
ſubmit to Government with all its 'abuſes and 
eorre9tions; of twoevils let us chooſe the leaſt, 
The preſent adminiſtration have been for ſome 
Years ſettled in Office; they have, after cre- 
ating Fifty or Sixty Peers, — ifter ſquandering 
away Millions in uſcleſs Armaments,-ifter 
increaſing the influence of the Crown by ex- 
tending the Exciſe Laws and other methods. 
after adding to the expence of our Peace Eſta» 
dliſhment to the Amount of One MAllion Three 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds, and loading us 
with Additional Taxes to the Amountof Three 
Millions Annually, —they have ſecured them- 
ſelves a ſuſficient Majority in Parliament. 
And lo numerous and powerful is the Phalanx 
of corruption, that were we to have a change 
in adminiſtration, and were the preſent oppo- 
Gition i in place, it would be impoſſible for them 
io remain there, bur by taking the ſame me- 

thods 2s the preſent Miniſters have, or by be- 
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ing ſapported by a Houſe of Commons freely 
and fairly, choſen by the People. So that a 
change of Miniſters, without a Total change 


of prINCIPLES, of SystEM, would be a dif- 


advantage. 


But I fincerely hope we ſhall no longer be 
deceived by Parties; that the [nativity of the 
Inhabitants of Hertfordſhire will no longer 
be complained of; That your powerful aid 
is at hand: And that a Society will without 
further loſs of Time be formed in this County, 
which for its Numbers, Independence and 
Teal, will be equal to any Society in the King» 
dom aſſembled for a fimilar Purpofe. To 
2rouſe your exertions on this occaſion, I beg 
!eave to crave your attention to a few Hints, 
which I truſt will tend to prove to you— TBE 
NECESSITY OF A PARLIAMENTARY REFORM=> 
THE PROPRIETY OF THE PRESENT PERIOD, FOR 
sven A PURPOSE — AND THE UTILITY OF | 
ASSOCIATIONS TO ACCOMPLISH Ir. 47 


TT & 
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With Refj pect to the Neceſſity ofa Parliamen- 
tary Reform, it does not require much time or 


many arguments to prove it. It is a Truth 


| which 


6 
which all Parties have at various Times at- 
ſerted. The late Earl of Chatham; Sir George 
Saville; The Duke of Richmond, the Mar- 
quis of Landſdown, Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, your 
two County Members Mr. Plumer anc 
Mr. Baker, have repeatedly declared a Reforn: 
effential to the ſalvation of this Country, I 


believe there is hardly a fingle Perſon to be 
found, even amongſt the verieſt tools of admi- 


niſtration, who is either ſo ignorant, or fo im- 
pudent, as to ſay that the Houſe of Commons 
is Choſen by the People, as freely, as fully, 
and as frequently, as it ought to be. It has 
been proved beyond contradiction, that althe? 
the Inhabitants of Great Britain Amount to 
Eight Millions, a Majority of the Houſe of 
Commons are choſen by Seven Thouſand only. 
The fact therefore is, by far the greater part 
of the People are not repreſented; and to uſe 
the Striking Language of a Dignitary of the 
Church of England, have no more concern in the 
Choice of Repreſentatives, THAN ir THEY WERE 
THE SUBJECTS OF THE GRAND $IGNIOR!!1% 


The manner in which the Houſe of Commons is 
Elefted, and the Term for which they are E lefled. 


are additional reaſons to prove the neceſſity of 


a 
® Archdcacon Paley, 


3 Reform. The practices made uſe of, firſt © 
to buy the Electors, and afterwards to buy the 
Members, and the Profligacy with which the 
Traffic is carried on, are ſo notorious, and ſo 
Teandalous, that every body reprobates them. 


Are not the prices of many of our Boroughs well 


known? And with re ſpect to more popular 
Electiops, are not the Members choſen at the 


will of t two or three Noblemen or other Men 


of Propertv, who can command or bribe moſt? 
Other queſtions might be aſked on this part of 
the ſubject, but ſurely theſe are ſufſicient. 


- 1 


The habitual conduft of 10 ni lers, and of the 
Houſe of Commons, are fill farther reaſons to proue 
the neceſſity of a Keform. Here a large, and hor- 
rid field opens to our view. Has not the Govern- 
ment of this Country within theſe twenty Years 
laviſhed in wars without evenattaining the ob- | 
je of contention, upwards of One Huygrgd 
and Twenty Millions, and are you not now 
paying Eight Millions of Taxes Annually, 
(out of Seventeen) merely to pay the Intereſt 
of ſuch mad projets? Have not Ove Hun- 
fred Thouſand Lives been vainly f icrificed for 


the ſake of OE But to bouſine yoor at- 
tention 


E 


9 


reation to the preſent adminiſtration; . Hus not; 
the Houſe of Co.amons frequenily purſued - 
meaſures which were execrated by the People? 
Need I mention the Ruſhin Armament, in, 
which the Miniſter ſquandered Half a Million 
of Money, and afterwards ſacrificed the Ho» © 
nour of the Nation which he had raſhly pledg- 
ed, becauſe he feared Popular Reſcminent F * 
Shall I repeat.the various infamous methods 
by which the Miniſter has procured and main»: 
tained his Majority? Shall I dwell on the out- 
rage your underſtandings and feelings and thoſe 
of the whole Nation have recieved inthe ſhock- = 
ing. Juggle of the Slave-Trade Bufineſs, by , 
which that infernal traffic is continued, wWith- 
out any prolpect of its being aboliſhed? No: 

I wiſh not to inflame, or I have here matter 
enough. I only wiſh to convince you of the 
neceſſity of the wiſhed-for Reform. There is 
however one thing which I cannot help tecall- 
ing to your remembrance as you are more 
particularly intereſted in ir. -I mean the treat- 
ment which this County met with, at the late 
General Election, the mere tecollection of 
which will, if you have the leaſt regard to your 
own conũſtency, make you follow up the ſtep, 


you then took, by aſſociating to prevent a be- 
B ture 


# % 9 
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turn of the evil which threatened you. The 
Re ſolutions which you then entered into, are 
2 ſufficient proof of your Sentiments and feel - 
. E 

ON the Day of Nomination of Members for 
the County, the following Reſolutions. were a- 
greed to, by a confiderable Majority of the 
Frecholders then preſent. 


; R E S O l. vz » 


* TH AT the Thanks of the Freeholders of 
this County be given to William Plumer, 
% Ei: for the Teal, Attention and Fidelity 

with which he has diſcharged his Duty as a 

© Repreſentative of this County in four ſucceſ-- 
ec five Parhaments; and that he be requeſted ' 
c again to offer himſelf a Candidate at this 

* en Election. 


ar 


0 


e THAT the ſecret and clandeſtine Minntt 
& in which an Enghſh Peerage has lately been 
& conferred on Lord Viſcount Grimſton, one 
6 of the late Repreſentatives of this County in 


46. Parliament, whom no particular Public Ser. 
vices 


K 


* vices have pointed out as meriting this Dif- 
te tinction; the Time when it was ſo confer« 
c red, and the Circumſtances” under which it 
& appears to have been accepted, are convin- 
c cing Proofs, in the Opinionot the Freeholds 
« ers of this County, that the Conduct of 
« Lord Grimſton has been directed by Motives 
& of a Private and Perſonal Nature, and not 
* by that Spirit which ought to have »Qtuared 
© him as a Faithful Repteſentative of the Peo- 
#pfe: That it has been the Ovje& of thoſe by 
© whom this Meaſare was concerted and care 
* rjed into Execution, to ſurpriſe the Electors 
de of the County in their free choice of a Repre» 
« ſentative, who, might deſerve their Con- 
e gence, to add to the Influence of a'domineer- 
$f ing ARISTOCRACV, already increaſed 
e throughout the County to an alarming De- 
#* gree, AND, by inculcating Principles of 
& Servility and Corruption, to undermine.the 
more Popular Intereſts in the County, and 
« to impreſs on the Minds of Freemen this 
e melancholy Leſſon; + Tar Court Favour 
& alone is the Channel through which Honours 
5 and oma are to be ſgught. * 


RESOLVED 


IT a 1 
«FAY 4 93 GH 


e 
EL SO LL TEE a L 


e. That Lord Grimfton, by purſuing ſuch 3 

& Conduct, and all Parties to a Tranſg&ron ſo 
© viſgracetul and unconſtitutional, have for- 
« feited the good Opinionof the Freeholders of 
& this County ; 1nd that every attempt to intio- 
&« duge and tecammend a Candidate for the 
& County by ſuch unworthy means, calls far 
the UDT RESENTMENT, and ought to 
es excite che moſt ſitenuous Reſiſtance of every 
Inde pendent Fiecholder,” _ 


— | 3 


2 Fes the Manner in which you ſhewel 
Four-JU>sT RESENTMENT, has not been forgot 
You ic jected the Mwiſterial Candidate, thoſe 
the pet lon who diſcovered the wick attempted 
To be put upon you; and thus ſhewed youT 
conſiſteney. That this conſiſteney may he eon 
tinued, I muſt entteat that every Freeholder 
would pauſe whilſt he aſks himſelf the tollows- 
og Queſtions, | it 


1 6 _— 
For aku did 1 ok Mr. Plumer? Wa 
it not becauſe he had conſtantly voted for the 
dutentiom of civil and Religeous Liberty, and 

for 
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for bis profeſſing himſelf a Friend to Reformee 
tio? Were not his Colours adorned with the 
ſignificant words, PARLIAMENTARY REFORMS 
For what purpoſe did I ſo firenuouſly exert 
myſelf, with my Brother Frecholders, to gain 


- - 


Mr. Biker his election. 


T. 


Was it got becauſe we truſted that this gen. 
tleman would uſe every means in his power to 
attain the grand object? Waat conduct ought 
I now to pui ſuc? And here I cannot but far- 
ther aſk, to whom was our reſentment duc Þ Was 
| it co Mr. H. to Lord G. to the Marquis of &. 
conſidered as Gentlemen in thier individual ca- 
pacities? No I tryſt we were not act nated by 
ſuch narrowneſs of mind and conttactedneſs of 
heart, as to wreak our vengeance on the head 
of two or three perſons of reſpeRable private 
characters, merely to gratity a wanton election 
humour. Was it bot to ſhew our deteſtation 
of the peer. mali ſyſtem, fo deſttuctive to the 
purity of the Houſe of Commons, a ſyſtem 
which has been purſued without regard to me- 
Tit? ſr is a folly to fuppoſe that our County 
was particulatly fingled Gut on the occafion, 
Thoſe who win take the Tfowbſe tb Took över 
dhe lid ef Peerager celeb b, 


this rheſs eight 


Years, 


412 
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years, will find few perfons who poſfeſi any 
ether merit, than Extenſive Influence i in * 
Toughs and Counties. FAY SN 


* 
* 
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Enough 1 "ue has been mentigned to provp 
the abſolute Neceſfiiy of A Parjiamentary Re- 
form. Until thefe plain Facts are fer aſide, we 
ought to perſiſt by every copttgutional meals 
In our Power | to effect this 1 * 


| «id 
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104 . 
72 Tu here are many People who are convinced 
of the Neceſſity of a Parliamentary Reform, 
but who ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed up op 
Mi the pretence, „ This 3s. not the Time, 
We may ſuſpe ct ſuch language when we of. 
ber ide quarters from whence jt ſprang. 
Doke, of Richmond and Mc. Put, knowing 
very well that they would be called upon to 
fapport i in adminiſtration thoſe Mezſures th 
»thqught fo neceſſary when in oppoſition, pl 
not being able to refute their own greemen a 
at the ſame Time being reſolved to oppoſe. a 
Reform which would ruio. their own gortups 
Syſtem, invented this. ptetence as an excuſe 
or total dereliQtiop of Principle, _ % This. is 


, mat KH K 
„„ 


c 4 „ 


45 ; di due Him: und 
afk hb apoſtazess When was the Time, vou. 
111 iated for the purpoſe. of obtaining a Rez, 
forn.? Was it not during a ſtate of National dilg, 
traftiv..? Were, we not at Wat in eyery quar- 
ter of the Globe? Had we not France, Spaiys» 
Holland, America, Hyder Ally and the Mah - 
rattas io the Eaſt Indies againſt us? , Were» 
not the Horrors of the London Riots freſh. in» 
the Memory of every one? Was nat Licland® - 
ready for Revolt? Was this the Time for 
agitating the queſtion?" | Certainly it was not 
the tvoſt ſuitable. But ſurely there never was,” 
and never can be « Time yo ſuitable as the pre?” 
ſent; We vre at Peace with all the World,” 
The fpirit of qur Merchants, Manufacturers 
and Farmere, bave, even in ſpite of ide en- 
travagunce of Governmemt, roſe ſuperiot to 
every difficultyz our Trade or Commerce, 
and our Agriculture, is flouriſhing,and we 
flow peaceably ſet about the -enquiry, how we 
may ſecure the fruits of our awn Induſtey, 
without being ſo continually pillaged by Mi- 
hiſters as we have, been. We Fhballenge! N 
people who ſay 76 This i is not 15 we 
inform us when it will be the Tine? 
you they cannot anſwer, r therefore 255 
heartily 


Odd - „ 
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heartily unite with the Society of the Friends 

of the People in their Addreſs to the Public; 
and which ſufficiently anſwers all objections as 
t6 rhe Time. The ſeafon of general tran * 
* quility in the country, is, on that account 

the more proper for temperate re ſloction, 

and prudent exertions to accompſiſh any ne- 

«ceffiry improvement; It is the Time when 
* practial meaſures for thit purpoſe are moſt? 
* tikely to be adopted with diſcretion, and? 
% purfued with moderation. If we are pers 
« ſuaded to wait for ether Times, of a different 
„ complexion, for times of public complaint, 
“or general diſcuntent, we ſh ul then be told 
c that general remedies ne not ſit to be pros. 
s poſed in the moment of particular diſe 
« order, and that it is our duty to wait tor the 
return of quiet days, unlefs we mean to cre - 
tc ate or increaſe confuſion in the County. 7d 
« reſult of this dilemma, if it be ſuffered to pres: 
«vail, is pure . 3 at preſent: 
'* and for 'ever,” * r 


9 1" # 


But as I doubt not, My Brother Free · 
holders, you are fully convioced that fo far 


Eom being inactive, © at preſent and tor, 
ever, 


( a9 ) 
ever,” we ought at leaſt to be active at ſome 
time or other, in our endeavours to procure 
the defired Reform. So I truſt, that you wWh% 
have no intereſt diſtin from that of your 
countrymen, will join with me in the old ſay- 
ing, No TIME, LIKE TIE TIME PRESENT= 


I am however free to confeſs that there 
are ſome people, who it is not to be wondered, 
think the preſent time to be very improper 
But who are thoſe? I will tell you ina veryſe r 


words. It is thoſe men who were the former 
Friends to Reform, who are nom, IN PLACE, © 


but who will never be Friends tq again, unleſs; * 
they are our or PLACE, It is dhe Tribe oft 
men who have ſinecurę places, and unmerit- 
ed penſions, which they very well know, a 
Houſe of Commons chat fairly repreſented· che 
Nation would not ſuffer them long to enjoy- 
It is thoſe Party Men, who oppoſe adminiſtra · 
tion under ſome popular pretences, but who 
hope one day to enjoy the ſame ſweets of of- 
fice, and to fatten on the ſpoils of their 
as ſome men do at preſent? But L will 
detain you a moment by addreſſing ſuch men; 
but ſhall proceed to ſhew you TYE UTILITY, 
THE "NECESSITY, or FORMING. A SOCIETY, ,OR, | 
OF ASSOCIATING TO OBTAIN A” PARLIAMENs = 
TARY RBFORM,- With reſpect to the Society ® 
"IG C of 
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of << The Friends of the People,” their prin- 
ciples have have been fairly and openly pub- 
liſhed to the World, and their arguments 
have hitherto been unanſwered, And yet 
there are ſome men who are ſo weak or ſo 
wicked, (perhaps both) as to ſound the alarm 
of danger, to call their language intemperate, 
and to pronounce their conduct, imfludent and 
raſh; To which I beg leave to reply that who- 
Ever has read their declarations to the public, 
muſt be convinced of the futility. of ſuch 
charges, and of the baſeneſs of thoſe who 
would found alarms, in order to prevent us 
from the purſuit of what they dare not deny, 
is our undoubted right. This very meaſure 
of affociating was recommended by the Duke 
of Richmond, and Mr. Pitt in the Year 1782; 
and they have taken care by their conduct 
fince' they have been in adminiſtration, to 
prove that there is, additional reaſon for the 
fame mezſure in the , A792. At the former 
period, they Decay recommended «Af. 
e ſociations during the Summer Months, and 
declarations from the People on the ſubject 
«of a Parliamentary Reform.” Aſſogiating 
therefore in the preſent Year for the ſamo 
purpoſe, can only be alarming to thoſe-who 
onght to be alarmed, The ſupporters of corrup- 
— | tion. 


1 

tion. We have been told that Aſſociations 
tend to inflame the minds of the people.“ 
Will the noble Duke, aud the Right Honours 
able Gentleman I have juſt mentioned, declare 
chat it was their deũgn to iuflame the public 
mind, when they affociated > Do they ſuſpec 
their own meaſurcs as miniſters to be ſo very 
bad, that if expoſed, the authors might be 
in danger? The truth is, no government that 
is formed on the firm baſis of the Rights, of 
man, need fear inſpection; the more the peo- 
ple are acquainted, the more they will love 
and venerate it. | 


But it has been ſaid, © that ſhould the je 
«of the aſſociations, a Reform in Parliament 
de gain'd, this will only Jead to further de- 
* mands.” Should that be the caſe, thequel- 
tion then ſhould be; Are thoſe demands Juſt? 
If ſo, they ought to be granted. If muſt, 
they ought to be refuſed. But what would 
you think of a man who when you applied to 
"him for the payment of a juſt debt, refuſed to 
1 pay it, for fear you ſhould then make a further 
de mater? You would ſrorn to keep company 
with ſuch a man: You would call him a Chent. 
You may then with rhe ſame juſtice call thoſe 
who ſay, „We will oppoſe thoſe who want 
""Y Reform, becauſe if they . that, 
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4 they will want ſomething elſe ” roltricar 
CHEATS. The Fact is, if an equal, and a fre- 
quent repreſentation of the people was once e- 
Rabliſhed, all grievances might then be redrefi- 
ed, in a-peaceble, conſtitutional way, and the 
people c have no laſting cauſe: of com- 
Plains, - This conſideration renders it lets ne- 
ceſſaryto dwell õn another objection: What 
e will the people gain by a Reform of Paclia- 
ment. Exciufive of the general good 1 


have juſt mentioned, I will add, many other de- 


arable objects would infallibly be gained. The 


ſecurity for our preſent proſperity would be 
© KCirengthened. The whole corrupt ſyſtem muſt 


be altered. Our Taxes would be conſiderably 


leſſened. The Penfion litt, which now a- 
mounts to ONE HUNDRED AND SEVEN FR0v- 


SAND FOUR HUNDRED AND. FOUR POUNDS A 


"YEAR, would be very much reduced. Noble 
Dukes, or rather Jgnoble Apoftates, would not 
receive Twenty or Thirty T houſand a Year 
- from a Tax upon coals, to which they have 
no other, pretenſions, than that their Anceſtors 


were the baſtards of one of the deteſted S 
5% Me ſhould have no more unjuſt wars to 
- deſolate the human race, and to impoveriſh our 
country. Miniſters would not then dare to 
- layiſh our money in ridiculous armaments; 


The 


1 


The dreadful Traffic in the Fleſh and Blood of 
our Fellow creatures, which we in this Coun- 
ty, as well as the reſt of the Kingdom have re- 
peatedly reprobated, would be no longer con- 
tinued. Another infamous Trade, namely, 
that carried on by Stateſmen, DOMINEERING 
ARISTOCRATics, Members of Parliament, Bo- 
rough Jobbers, and Vorers; all the rioting, 
drunkenneſs, perjury and bribery, with the 
reſt! of the black catalogue of vices, which 
diſgrace a ſeptennial general election would be 


annihilated. — in ſhort, the numberleſs abuſes 
of Government would in great meaſure ceaſe ; 


the true principles of our, conſtitution would 
be reſtored ; and we ſhould be a Free, a vittu- 
ous, and a happy people. Our welfare would 
no lapger depend upon the very precarious 
virtye of a Miniſter of State, but upon the firm 
and conſtitutional Foundation, of PARLIA- 
MENTARY INDEPENDENCE. : 


To As$0ctare is ſtrictly CONSTITUTIONAL 3 
conſequently it is what we have a right to do. 
I might quote the firſt legal authorities to ſup- 
port this aſſertion, but after having laid before 
you the ſentiments and the conduct of the lea - 
ders of adminiſtration a few years ſince, We 


may. reſt aſſured that they cannot charge us 
with 


4 

_ 
i 
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with any thing unconſtitutional, in following 
the line of conduct, I have ventured to recom- 
mend. * 


To aſſociate in the fame peaceable and con- 
Kitutionak manner as the Society of“ The 
Friends of the people ®, is therefore the duty 
of the Freeholders and Inhabitants of every 
County inthe Kingdom. I have already hint. 
ed the County of Hertford ought to be pecular- 
ly confptcuous on this occafion; and yet I am 
ſorry to obſerve that we are not only guilty of 
ſupineneſs, but that there are fome few indi- 
viduals, who ſeem to have apoſtatiſed from the 
principles they ſo lately eſpouſed, and who 
have attempted to make our Repreſentatives 
like themſelves. Some of theſe people have 
dared to reprobate Mr. Baker, merely for aſ- 
ſociating to bring about what he has always 
profeſſed Himſelf to be a zealous friend to. 
They have blam'd him for one of the beſt ac- 
tions of his life. They have at laſt perſuaded 
him to deſert a Society, for a reaſon by no 
means fatisfaftory to the Friends of Re- 
form; the unhappy conſequence is, theſe peo- 


ple by their idle clamours, have had influence 


enough to cauſe an upright man to depart fram 
his duty, and have ip ſome meaſure involved 
| | him 


„ 


him in their own inconſiſtency and dif; gtace ? 
The ſame perſons appear to be doing all in their 


wer to prevent Mr.+Plumer from joining 
Lg above alſocrrtatten; f ough it is preſumed 
that Gentleman will not thank them for treat- 
ing him as if he was deficient in common ſenſe- 
They have repreſented him as ufing the follow- 
ing language. I have always voted for a 
Parliamentary Reform, and ſhall probably 
« do fo again, when properly brought for- 
« ward, But I think it better to wait the div 
 S-a&ors of my Conſtituents, on a matter of 
© ſuch-importance, than to dictate the meaſure 
* tothem ”.* To charge Mr. Plumer with 
talking in this manner, is inſolently to libel 
him, What! When Mr. P. was unanimouſ- 
ly thanked for his Parliamentary conduct 
When his conſtant voting for the defired ob- 
ject was the principal ground of the ſtrenuous 
ſupport he received, — dare he not addition: 
ally exert himſelf, for fear of dictating to his 
coſtituents? Have they not by their conduct 
to hint, and to his Colleague, declared theis 
ſenſe of the matter, and muſt it not de very 
plain to both theſe gentlmen that it is their du- 
ty, not only individually but collectively toſup- 
port that cauſe they profeſs to wiſh well to. 
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As on the one hand, I ſhall not preſume to 
cenſure our Repreſentatives, ſo on the other 
hand I cannot ſuffer myſelf to flatter them. 
They will undoubtedly recollect, what is now 
tranſacting in this Kingdom. They well know 
that not only Adminiſtration, but that ſome of 
the leaders in oppoſition are endeavouring to 
oppoſe every effort now making, to bring a- 
bout a Parliamentary Reform. Men who wiſh 
to counteract thoſe efforts will be proportion- 
ably active. Not refuſe their aſſiſtance to the 


Societies now forming. If they ſhould by fi- 


midity, unſetiledneſs, or deſertion, ſhew their 


want of zeal, ſhould they refuſe to aſſociate, 


in ſupport of thoſe meaſures, they have indi- 
vidually appeared Friends to, the public will 
have reaſon to doubt their ſincerity, With reſpe& 
to the few Individuals in this County, who 
have lately been ſtriving to prevent our Repre- 
ſentatives from following the path of Duty, 
the conſiſtent and it is hoped the majority of 
the Freeholders will not forget. their conduct. 
Should theſe pretended friends to Mr, Baker 
come forward at any future election, and again 
complain * Of a domineering Ariſtocracy al- 
e ready "increaſed throughout the county to 


a alarming degree, undermining the niore 


popular Intereſts of the county ”, what ſhould 
| F | ©. be 
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be our reply? Your language is only that of 
a Party, You was invited to join an affociation 

whoſe ends were to check that “ domineer- 
« ing Ariſtocracy ”, and to advance the c po- 
« pular Intereſts ”, by a Reform of Parliament. 
Inſtead of uniting with them, you did every 
thing in your power to damm their virtuous 
efforts; and do you wiſh to deceive us again. 
No: We will rather aſſiſt the miniſterial can- 
didates, upon this juſt principle, that 7imid, 
lukewarm, inconſiſtent pretended friends, who 
deſert us when their affiſtance might, be of 
ſervice, 'are more dangerous and do a cauſe 
more hurt, than open enemies. 


I cannot conclude this addreſs, without 


ſaying a word or two to that deſcription of 


Freeholders, and Iphabitants, whoſe Hearts 
are warm in the grand cauſe of Britiſh Liberty, 
You have no ſordid ends to ſerve, no party 
purpoſes to giatify. Your ardent defire is, 
not to deſtroy the conſtitution as your enemies 
falſly ſuggeſt, but to reſtore it to its genuine 
principles. Afﬀociate therefore for the laud- 
ble purpoſe. Let not any one diſcourage you 
by inſinuating that your numbers are too few to 


have 
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have any effect. I firmly. believe there are | 
many ready to join you. Your cauſe is good, 
and your <onfidence ought to be proportion- 
ate. Be aſſured that all virtuous efforts have 
their effects, and produce, at leaſt, ſome re- 
ward, The times are auſpicious, men rea- 
ſon and think for themſelves, and you are 
ſure to gain the hearts, of every true 'friend 
to his Country. In hopes therefore of 
ſoon uniting myſelf to an aſſociation, re- 
ſpectable for its ZEAL, INTEGRITY, rarkior- 
1SM and PERSEVERANCE 1 with Pleaſure 


ſubſcribe inyſef * 
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